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Update on regulatory services issues 

Purpose of report  

 

For information. 

 

Summary 

 

This report provides an update on LGA policy work and developments affecting regulatory 

services that will be of interest to the Stronger and Safer Communities Board. 

 

 

 

Recommendation 

 

That the Board notes the activities outlined.  

 

Action 

 

Officers to progress as appropriate. 

 

 

 

Contact officer:   Gwyneth Rogers (Regulation)  

Position: Senior Adviser, LGA  

Phone no: 020 7665 3861  

E-mail: gwyneth.rogers@local.gov.uk 
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Update on regulatory services issues 

Vision for Local Regulation 
 
Leadership in licensing and regulation 
 
1. To help communicate and embed the LGA’s Vision for Local Regulation, the LGA will be 

delivering three development courses to assist councillors interested in licensing to 
adapt to the latest changes in licensing law, policy and practice. A fourth event is 
planned for London in 2014 following next year’s local elections, and the WLGA are 
adapting the format for their members.  
 

2. On-going support and development will be provided by a new online training module 
which is being made free to all members of the LGA. This provides detailed training on 
all aspects of regulatory services and helps councillors to understand how they can 
shape and use these services to support their local residents and businesses. The 
training module is being finalised and will be circulated to Members shortly. 

 
Deregulation Bill 
 
3. The draft Deregulation Bill is the latest step in the government’s ambition to remove 

unnecessary bureaucracy that hinders British businesses and impacts on both public 
services and the lives of individuals. The Bill covers a wide range of issues from 
apprenticeships to social housing and fines.  
 

4. The LGA will be submitting a response to the Bill Committee’s call for evidence on the 
detail of the Bill, which will highlight our Rewiring work.  In particular we have 
emphasised that the current Bill is a missed opportunity to overhaul the current licensing 
regime to create a single legal framework that gives local licensing committees real 
ability to respond to communities and simplifies processes for businesses. 

 
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) Triennial Review 
 
5. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is currently undergoing a fundamental review as 

a result of the Government commitment to regularly consider the need for those 
remaining non-departmental government bodies.  
 

6. The LGA has formally submitted evidence to the Review, which supports the role of the 
HSE in relation to specialist guidance and working directly with higher risk sectors, such 
as the nuclear industry. The HSE continues to offer valued technical support to councils. 
However, we have also emphasised the need for the HSE to give councils the necessary 
freedom to regulate based on local need rather than central prescription, allowing us to 
maximise the benefits from placing regulation firmly within the local growth and support 
offer for businesses.  

 
LGA responds to revised Primary Authority guidance 
 
7. The Better Regulation Delivery Office (BRDO) have consulted on revised Primary 

Authority guidance, which takes forward the expansion of the scheme to trade 
associations and the introduction of compulsory inspection plans.  
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8. The LGA response to the consultation expresses our continued support for Primary 

Authority as one of the tools that councils can use to minimise burdens and provide 
assured advice to businesses. However, we remain concerned that BRDO are still failing 
to consider how the scheme impacts on enforcing authorities, which limits its potential to 
achieve our shared ambition for growth and could create unnecessary burdens for many 
councils. The LGA has reiterated our offer to work with BRDO to ensure the needs of 
councils are reflected in the design of the Primary Authority scheme. 

 
Defra review of the food supply chain  
 
9. The LGA has submitted evidence to the Defra review of the food supply chain, which 

resulted from the recent horsemeat crisis, to stress that councils take their role in 
supporting food businesses seriously. Whilst councils provide invaluable support and 
advice that helps the many responsible businesses understand complex food law, we 
reiterate that it is the responsibility of each food business to comply with their legal 
obligations to ensure the food they supply is safe and contains what it says on the label.  
However, councils are prepared to step in where they believe these legal responsibilities 
are not being met. 
 

10. Our submission stresses that the horsemeat crisis created a great deal of mistrust 
amongst consumers and specifically left many Muslim communities feeling anxious 
about whether food labelled as ‘Halal’ contravenes deeply held religious beliefs and 
values. 

 
Dangerous dogs  
 
11. A Government consultation on proposals to increase sentences for dangerous dogs 

offences has received a significant amount of media attention. The LGA issued a 
response which highlighted the devastating impact that dangerous dogs can have on 
local communities, and that changes under the Anti Social Behaviour Bill are intended to 
provide local partners with the right tools to respond to these. We continue to emphasise 
the importance of the preventative tools proposed under the Bill as a key way to help 
prevent incidents from occurring in the first place. The LGA does not intend to respond 
to the consultation specifically on sentencing, though we continue to include dangerous 
dogs in our work on the Anti Social Behaviour Bill.  

 
Communications data 
 
12. The 2012 Annual Report from the Interception of Communications Commissioner was 

released earlier this month and we are pleased to report that it delivers a very positive 
picture about the approach taken by councils in their requests for communications data. 
The Annual Report cited a fifty per cent reduction in the number of recommended 
improvements to councils and only seven reported errors across all 161 councils using 
these powers, which were all procedural. 

 
13. The LGA has taken the opportunity to write to Home Office ministers to provide 

reassurance that councils are using these powers legitimately and responsibly.  We 
have stressed that without access to communications data it would not be possible for 
councils to investigate the organised crime, fraud, illegal money lending and rogue 
traders that blight local communities and target vulnerable residents.  
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Licensing 
 
Alcohol strategy 
 
14. The Government has published its response to the consultation on delivering the 

Government’s Alcohol Strategy. The response commits to ban the sale of alcohol below 
cost, instead of introducing a minimum unit price, and proposes to support a small 
number of local areas with high levels of alcohol harm to understand more about what 
tools effectively tackle health and community safety issues related to alcohol misuse. It 
places an increased emphasis on industry responsibility, as a result of which proposals 
to ban multi-buy promotions have been shelved. 
 

15. The LGA responded on the day to express disappointment at the lack of a health 
objective and urged Government to implement it as soon as possible. We have 
subsequently met with the Home Office to discuss their proposals to support areas with 
high levels of alcohol harm, and it is expected that some of these areas will explore ways 
in which a health objective could be meaningfully established. We will also assist the 
Home Office to identify suitable areas for this approach.  

 
Local licence fees 
 
16. The LGA has conducted a survey of councils to establish the impact of the Hemming v 

Westminster dispute over the setting of licence fees, as agreed at the last Board 
meeting. Our responses show that only a few councils are affected by the decision, but a 
number are taking this as an opportunity to review and benchmark their licence fees. We 
continue to keep the Board updated on our work in this area.  
 

17. We are also pushing Government for their response to the case and have successfully 
influenced the first government guidance on fees published after the case – for Scrap 
Metal Dealers. We will also be consulting on and publishing an LGA toolkit to help 
councils set compliant fees for any scheme covered by the Services Directive. This 
should minimise the risk of future challenges.  

 
Gambling Addiction 

 
18. The Community Wellbeing Board has published a guide for health professionals wishing 

to tackle levels of gambling addiction. We have worked with them to ensure community 
safety messages are embedded within the document and it will be shared through our 
networks.  


